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Overview 
 

The Rappahannock River is the longest free-flowing river on the East Coast and 
provides substantial, if somewhat unknown, recreational opportunities.  River 
conditions range from flat water canoeing to Class III and IV rapids at times of 
heavy flow.  More importantly, though, could be its scenic beauty through rolling 
farmland and through forested land where little evidence of civilization intrudes.  
It is important to consider the Rappahannock River and its integration into 
developing blueways and greenways when one examines the region’s 
transportation network.  Several public landings occur at roadways or bridges 
that intersect the river system and usage is expected to increase.  The 
Rappahannock Rapidan Regional Commission has composed this Blueways 
Mapping corridor study for the Rappahannock River and two of its branches, the 
Hazel River and the Rapidan River. 
  
 

Objectives 
 

This report is part of an ongoing effort to link the region’s roadways with its 
developing network of greenways and blueways.  Both help build active 
communities by adding to the region’s tourism and recreational opportunities.  
Some outdoor enthusiasts have long known about the Rappahannock River’s 
scenic and unspoiled beauty.  However, it is not yet known as a popular tourist 
and recreational destination.  This report, and further development of regional 
blueways systems, will help raise people’s awareness about the Rappahannock 
River as a resource and lead to two important outcomes: 
 
1. Promoting the manageable and responsible use of the river, and  
 
2. Greater conservation and preservation of the river in its natural state. 

 
Recent developments have shown much interest in the protection and 
recreational development of the Rappahannock River.  In early 2005, the 
removal of the Embrey Dam in Fredericksburg allows users to continue their float 
without having to portage their boat.  In Fauquier County, recent land acquisition 
along the Rappahannock River outside the Town of Remington has been 
proposed as a county park with a river landing.  And lastly, there has been much 
discussion and cooperation on the regional level regarding the management of 
numerous parcels of open land owned by the City of Fredericksburg that front the 
Rappahannock and Rapidan Rivers. 
 
 



 

 

RRRC 3 July 2005 

Maps 

 
The following maps depict important locations along the river, such as water 
access points and historic or scenic sites.  The historic points of interest were 
converted from paper to digital format with original documentation provided in 
The Rappahannock Scenic River Atlas, Historic Sites on the Rappahannock and 
its Branches (W.E. Trout III, Virginia Canals and Navigation Society, 1992).  
Locations are approximated as no known surveying of these points has been 
conducted. 
 
NOTE: Many points illustrated on the maps are on private property and 
permission should be gained from property owners before visiting any sites. 
 
HISTORIC AND SCENIC SITES 
 
Map 1: Historic and Scenic Points on the Rappahannock River and its 
Branches 
 
This first map gives an overview of the length of the Rappahannock River and its 
branches that are being studied.  The length runs from near the river’s origination 
near Chester Gap in Rappahannock County down to the City of Fredericksburg, 
following the boundaries of many counties along the way.  Shown on the map are 
historic and scenic points, public boat landings, nearby towns of interest, and 
major roadways near the river corridors. 
 
Map 2: Topographic Quadrangles for the Rappahannock River and its 
Branches 
 
Shown are the outlines for the various USGS topographic maps covering the 
waterways under study.  Available from local outfitters, mail, and online, these 
maps can provide additional details along the rivers, such as roads, topography, 
and landmarks. 
 
Map 3 a – d: Detailed Historic and Scenic Points on the Rappahannock 
River and its Branches 
 
A series of maps giving a closer look at the location of historic and scenic sites.  
Points are numbered with an index of names and features following the maps. 
 
RIVER ACCESS POINTS 
 
Map 4: Proposed Park near Town of Remington with Proposed Public 
Landing 
 
In early 2005, Fauquier County and the Piedmont Environmental Council worked 
together to secure 27 acres of land along the Rappahannock River near the 
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Town of Remington.  It is proposed that this land be developed as a county park 
with potential boat access to the river. 
 
Map 5: Topographic Map of Boat Landing at Kelly’s Ford 
 
A detailed view of the public boat landing at Kelly’s Ford on the Culpeper County 
side of the river. 
 
Map 6: Topographic Map of Boat Landing at Motts Run on River Road 
 
A detailed view of the public boat landing on the southern side of the river at 
Motts Run at River Road near the City of Fredericksburg.  Also located here is 
Clore Bros. canoe outfitters. 
 
Map 7: Topographic Map of Boat Landing, City of Fredericksburg 
 
A detailed view of the public boat ramp in the City of Fredericksburg. 
 
 

Appendix 

 
Map of the City of Fredericksburg-Owned Parcels 
 
This map details the location of City of Fredericksburg-owned riverfront parcels 
along the Rappahannock and Rapidan Rivers in the Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Region.  Fredericksburg purchased the parcels in 1969 to protect its water 
resources if a future river intake was needed.  The City of Fredericksburg has 
been working with neighboring counties to determine the best ways to manage 
and use this undeveloped land along the river.  Future uses might include 
conservation easements on most of the land while accommodating parkland and 
additional public boat landings. 
 
Example Trip Descriptions 
 
Different lengths on the Rappahannock River and its tributaries can be used for a 
variety of canoe or kayak trips.  Listed here are some example trip descriptions 
for the Rappahannock, Hazel, and Rapidan Rivers. 
 
River Safety Brochure 
 
Created by the Friends of the Rappahannock, this brochure gives important 
safety tips for trips on the Rappahannock River.  The brochure includes a 
diagram of the rivers that includes floating times for each leg as well as the level 
of rapids one can expect to encounter. 
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USGS Water Levels 
 
These USGS gages report the level of water at several locations and current 
conditions can be viewed online.  Water levels should be checked before any trip 
is taken. 
 
Rappahannock River at Remington, VA (unsafe over 5 feet): 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/va/nwis/uv/?site_no=01664000&PARAmeter_cd=
00065,00060,62620,00062 
 
Rappahannock River near Fredericksburg, VA (unsafe over 3.2 feet): 
 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/va/nwis/uv/?site_no=01668000&PARAmeter_cd=
00065,00060,62620,00062 
 
Rapidan River near Culpeper, VA: 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/va/nwis/uv/?site_no=01667500&PARAmeter_cd=
00065,00060,62620,00062 
 
Hazel River at Rixeyville, VA: 
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/va/nwis/uv/?site_no=01663500&PARAmeter_cd=
00065,00060,62620,00062 
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Index of Detailed Historic and Scenic Points on Maps 3a - 3d

ID NAME QUAD RIVER COMMENT1 COMMENT2

1 Pickerell's Mill Chester Gap Rappahannock River

2 Beggarly's (Baggar's, Wither's) Mill Flint Hill Rappahannock River

3 Iett's Mill (Approx) Flint Hill Rappahannock River

4 Johnson's (Hand's) Mill at Black Rock Ford Flint Hill Rappahannock River

5 Chancellor's (Putnam's, Marshall's) Mill Flint Hill Rappahannock River

6 Eveland's Mill ?* Flint Hill Rappahannock River

7 Lewis's Mill ? Flint Hill Rappahannock River

8 Waters' Mill Flint Hill Rappahannock River

9 Rock Ford Flint Hill Rappahannock River

10 Remains of timber crib, piers of bridge ? Flint Hill Rappahannock River

11 Rapp canoeable at confluence with Jordan RiverFlint Hill Rappahannock River

12 Parker's Mill Massies Corner Rappahannock River

13 Thorn's Mill / Ford Massies Corner Rappahannock River

14 Fish Trap Massies Corner Rappahannock River

15 Crawley's Ford Massies Corner Rappahannock River

16 Parker's (Thorn's) Mill Massies Corner Rappahannock River

17 Hackley's (Tapp's) Mill at Tapps Ford Massies Corner Rappahannock River

18 Ractor's (Hinson's, Brigg's) Mill at Hinson's FordJeffersonton Rappahannock River

19 Rollins's Ford Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

20 Glascock's Mill Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

21 Stone abutment of Glascock's Mill Road BridgeJeffersonton Rappahannock River

22 Remains of crib dam Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

23 Glen (Glenn) Woolen Mills Dam ruins Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

24 large crib dam Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

25 Hine'rs Mill Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

26 Smoke stack of Keith's woolen factory Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

27 crib dam? Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

28 Waterloo shops Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

29 Hart's dam Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

30 Hart's first mill Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

31 Hart's ford Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

32 Hart's mill Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

33 Thompson's ford Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

34 Lawson's Mill ? Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

35 Locks 31 & 32 Jeffersonton Rappahannock River

36 Sandy ford dam ruins at lock 30 Brandy Station Rappahannock River

37 Fox's Mill Brandy Station Rappahannock River

38 Foxville dam ruins Brandy Station Rappahannock River

39 Lee's mill dam ruins Brandy Station Rappahannock River

40 Freeman's ford Brandy Station Rappahannock River

41 Ficklin's Dam ruins Castleton Hazel River head of Ficklin's Canal

42 lock Castleton Hazel River

43 Spring Valley dam Castleton Hazel River head of Spring Valley Canal

44 Lewellen's dam Castleton Hazel River

45 Rixey's Dam Brandy Station Hazel River at probably Willis's Mill

46 Aestham's Ford Brandy Station Hazel River

47 Mitchell's Ford Brandy Station Hazel River

48 Settle's Dam Brandy Station Hazel River at Starke's Ford

49 Starke's Mill Brandy Station Hazel River

50 Hurt's Dam Brandy Station Hazel River

51 Jones' Dam Brandy Station Hazel River at Deep Ford

52 stone lock Brandy Station Hazel River

53 Green's Mill Brandy Station Hazel River

54 Welford's Dam ruins Brandy Station Hazel River

55 Beverly's Ford (or Cunningham's) Dam ruins Remington Rappahannock River Beverly's Ford Canal

56 Hedgeman's Hole dam ruins Remington Rappahannock River

57 Lock 26 Remington Rappahannock River

58 Potential Remington park access Remington Rappahannock River Fauquier County

59 Martin's (Morgan's) Mill dam ruins Remington Rappahannock River

60 Wheatley's Dam ruins Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

61 Wheatley's Canal Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

62 Monument to Major Pelham Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

63 Strode's (Mackay's, Wheatley's) Mill Canal Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

64 mill ruins Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

65 Game Commission landing at Kelly's Ford Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

66 Kelly's Mills Canal Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

* A question mark (?) indicates more research is necessary to confirm the validity of the historic feature. 13



ID NAME QUAD RIVER COMMENT1 COMMENT2

67 Locks 20 - 24 Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

68 Cochran's Mill? Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

69 Mountain Run Dam ruins & Lock 19 Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

70 Field's Ford Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

71 A pair of wing dams Germanna Bridge Rappahannock River

72 Kemper's (Roger's Ford Dam ruins' Richardsville Rappahannock River

73 Snake Castle (Ellis's) Dam ruins Richardsville Rappahannock River

74 Snake Castle Canal Richardsville Rappahannock River

75 Ellis's Ford Richardsville Rappahannock River

76 Lock 16 Richardsville Rappahannock River

77 Skinker's Dam ruins Richardsville Rappahannock River

78 Martin's Ford (Sweet) Richardsville Rappahannock River

79 Skinker's Canal Lock 14 Richardsville Rappahannock River

80 Rappahannock River Campground Richardsville Rappahannock River

81 Crawley's Dam (Scheel) Richardsville Rappahannock River

82 Deep Run Dam ruins Richardsville Rappahannock River

83 Skinker's (Spring) Mill (Scheel) Richardsville Rappahannock River

84 Deep Run Canal Richardsville Rappahannock River

85 Lock 13 Richardsville Rappahannock River

86 Powell's Dam ruins Richardsville Rappahannock River

87 Powell's Canal Storck Rappahannock River

88 Lock 10 - 12 Storck Rappahannock River

89 Richard's Ford and Ferry Storck Rappahannock River

90 Rapidan Dam ruins Salem Church Rappahannock River

91 Old Rapidan Canal Salem Church Rappahannock River

92 Rapidan Canal Salem Church Rappahannock River

93 Urquhart's (Germanna) Mill Dam ruins Mine Run Rapidan River

94 Game Commission landing site Germanna Bridge Rapidan River

95 Weedon's Ford Germanna Bridge Rapidan River

96 Sinker's Ford upper fish traps Germanna Bridge Rapidan River

97 Sinker's Ford Richardsville Rapidan River

98 Sinker's Ford lower fish traps Richardsville Rapidan River

99 rock ledge Richardsville Rapidan River

100 Culpeper Gold Mine Canal Chancellorsville Rapidan River

101 fish dam Chancellorsville Rapidan River

102 Todd's Ford Chancellorsville Rapidan River

103 Game Commission landing at Ely's Ford Chancellorsville Rapidan River

104 Urquhart's Saw Mill Dam Chancellorsville Rapidan River

105 Crib Dam ruins at head of Miller's Mill race Richardsville Rapidan River

106 Hardin's Ford Chancellorsville Rapidan River

107 Strode's Mill and Dam Chancellorsville Rapidan River

108 Hunter's Iron Works Fredericksburg Rappahannock River

109 Rappahannock Outdoor Center Fredericksburg Rappahannock River

110 Falmouth Dam ruins Fredericksburg Rappahannock River

111 Fredericksburg Canal Basin Fredericksburg Rappahannock River

112 public boat ramp Fredericksburg Rappahannock River

113 Embrey Dam Fredericksburg Rappahannock River

114 Lock 1 (Minor's) Salem Church Rappahannock River

115 Taylor's Canal Salem Church Rappahannock River

116 Taylor's Dam ruins Salem Church Rappahannock River

117 Locks 2 - 3 Salem Church Rappahannock River

118 Bank's Canal Salem Church Rappahannock River

119 Bank's Dam Salem Church Rappahannock River

120 Sanford's Ferry Salem Church Rappahannock River

121 public landing Salem Church Rappahannock River

122 Ballard's Old Dam Salem Church Rappahannock River

123 Ballard's Canal Salem Church Rappahannock River

124 Ballard's Dam ruins Salem Church Rappahannock River

125 Porch's Lock and Porch's Dam ruins Salem Church Rappahannock River

126 Scott's Dam ruins and Guard Lock Salem Church Rappahannock River

127 Tubal (Spottswood's) Furnace ruins Salem Church Rappahannock River

128 Locks 6 - 8 Salem Church Rappahannock River

129 U.S. Ford Dam Salem Church Rappahannock River

130 Gold mines in canal Salem Church Rappahannock River

* A question mark (?) indicates more research is necessary to confirm the validity of the historic feature. 14
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City of Fredericksburg-Owned Parcels
County # Parcels

Calculated
Total *

Culpeper
Fauquier
Orange

17
18
1

1,148 **
528
29

* calculated totals are based on digitized parcel 
   boundaries and may differ from actual acreages

VOF
Total

Estimated Acreage in the R-R Region

** only 15 of 17 properties able to be located

1,276
487
22
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Example Trip Descriptions 
 
There are several lengths on the Rappahannock River that are canoeable.  
Users should take time and weather conditions into consideration.  Permission 
should be gained before using landings located on private property. 
 
These example trips are summaries of those compiled by H. Roger Corbett.1 His 
system for classifying the difficulty of rivers can be generally summarized as 
follows: 
 
 1:  Easy.  Minor riffles with minimal maneuvering required. 
 2:  Medium.  Frequent unobstructed rapids requiring minor  maneuvering. 
 3:  Difficult.  Extensive maneuvering needed with large rapids and   
  increasing current.  Course not always recognizable. 
 4:  Very difficult.  Long and complex rapids with very swift current.    
  Special precautions and considerations must be considered. 
 
  
Orlean (Rt. 647) to Waterloo (Rt. 211) 
 
Difficulty: 1 or 2 
Distance:  13.5 miles 
Time:   5 hours 
 
The Rappahannock River becomes canoeable 50 yards upstream of the Rt. 647 
bridge where the Jordan River flows into the Rappahannock.  This section of the 
river is fast and narrow, with width varying between thirty and fifty feet.  Water 
conditions are best suited for canoeing in winter and spring or during the early 
summer following periods of heavy rain. 
 
Waterloo (Rt. 211) to Remington (Rt. 29) 
 
Difficulty: < 1 
Distance:  18 miles 
Time:   8 hours 
 
This length is a long stretch of flat water and requires long distance paddling.  
The scenery is good with old fords, mill dams, and canal dams lining the river.  
The gradient picks up at the Hazel River, but not enough to create rapids.  Water 
conditions are best suited for canoeing in winter and spring or during the early 
summer following periods of heavy rain. 
 

                                                           
1
 Paraphrased from: H. Roger Corbett.  Virginia White Water: A  Canoeing Guide to the Rivers of the Old 

Dominion. The Seneca Press, Springfield VA, 1977. 
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Remington (Rt. 29) to Kellys Ford Bridge (Rt. 620) 
 
Difficulty: 1 – 2 or 3 
Distance:  4.5 miles 
Time:   1.5 hours 
 
One of the most popular canoeing lengths in Virginia, this run offers periods of 
flat water and challenging rapids.  The river here is between seventy and ninety 
feet in width and passes through farmland.  Canoeing is possible almost 
throughout the year, best winter through early summer and after heavy rains in 
summer and fall. 
 
Kellys Ford Bridge (Rt. 620) to Motts Run Landing (River Road) 
 
Difficulty: 1 – 2 or 3 
Distance:  24 miles 
Time:   10 hours 
 
It is 15.5 miles from Kelly’s Ford Bridge to the Rapidan River and 8.5 miles from 
the Rapidan River junction to Motts Run Landing.  There are no bridges or public 
landings before Motts Run Landing.  This stretch of the Rappahannock is one of 
the most scenic because it is heavily forested on both sides and with few man-
made structures visible.  Several challenging rapids are present, especially at the 
confluence of the Rapidan River and the Rappahannock, caused by the remains 
of the Rapidan Dam, which was the largest dam built on the entire canal system.  
This length is canoeable for most of the year, though it is recommended to wait 
until after moderate rains in the summer. 
 
Motts Run Landing to Fredericksburg (Rt. 1) 
 
Difficulty: 1 – 3 or 4 
Distance:  4.5 miles 
Time:   4 hours 
 
Before its removal in 2005, canoes had to be portaged around the Embrey Dam.  
The river is clear now, and new rapids may continue to develop in the dam area 
over time.  The gradient quickly increases after the dam and there are several 
challenging rapids and drops.  A new public landing has been created 
downstream of Route 1 in the City of Fredericksburg.  This length is canoeable 
most of the year, though it is recommended to wait until after moderate rains in 
the summer. 
 
Hazel River: Monument Mills (Rt. 640) to Rappahannock River 
 
Difficulty: < 1 
Distance:  12.5 miles 
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Time:   8.5 hours 
 
This is one of the flattest river trips in Virginia.  Little current will require hard 
paddling.  Sites include dam ruins from the old canal system.  Takeout will be at 
the Rt. 29 bridge in Remington.  Canoeable in winter and spring or during early 
summer after heavy rains. 
 
Rapidan River: Germanna Ford (Rt. 3) to Ely Ford (Rt. 610) 
 
Difficulty: < 1 
Distance:  13 miles 
Time:   6 hours 
 
A flat and slow portion of the river.  High banks make it difficult to see 
surrounding farmland.  Canoeable in winter and spring or during early summer 
after heavy rains. 
 
Rapidan River: Ely Ford (Rt. 610) to Rappahannock River 
 
Difficulty: 1 - 2 
Distance:  6 miles (plus distance to takeout on Rappahannock River) 
Time:   2 hours 
 
The gradient increases on this portion of the Rapidan River and presents several 
rapids.  The remnants of several dams can be found along the river.  Additional 
time must be given to canoe down the Rappahannock River to find a place to 
takeout, as no opportunities are on the Rapidan River.  This length is canoeable 
most of the year, though it is recommended to wait until after moderate rains in 
the summer. 
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